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THE SOUTH-WESTERN MOUNTAINS. A great part of Kurdistan,
Laristan, and Arabistan is occupied by parallel limestone ranges,
which are separated from one another by narrow valleys and high
plains. The summers are hot and dry, but the melting of the
winter snows feeds the rivers and perennial springs upon which
irrigation is almost wholly dependent. The inhabitants of the high
valleys are nomads, but those of the plains are either semi-nomadic
or sedentary. Pastoral pursuits are important; sheep and goats,
horses and cattle, are reared in large numbers, and butter and cheese
are important products. The crops of the plains and valleys include
cereals, cotton, opium, and fruit; and gum-tragacanth is collected
from the Mils and mountains around. Woolen goods, and especi-
ally carpets, are the chief manufactures. There are few towns,
and the patriarchal form of society prevails in many parts of the
region.
There are many indications of oil in this region4 and along its
south-western margin. The Anglo-Iranian Oil Company has
developed an important oil-field at Maidan-i-Naftun, east of
Shushtar and about 145 miles from the island of Abadan, at the
mouth of the Shatt al 'Arab, to which the oil is sent by pipe line.
The output now amounts to over 10,000,000 tons, some of which
is refined at Abadan and the remainder at Swansea in South
Wales.
CENTRAL IRAK. The waters which flow eastwards from the
mountains in the west are used for irrigation in the arid steppes of
the central plain, and account for much of the fertility of that long
line of oases which extends from north to south, and includes
Hamadan, Sultanabad, Isfahan, and Shiraz. Further east, beyond
the mountains by which the central plain is bordered, are other
oases, including Tehran, Kashan, Yezd, and Kerman. In these
various oases^ where most of the inhabitants of the region are
settled, agriculture is an important pursuit. Cereals, cotton, and
the vine are widely cultivated; the best Iranian tobacco is pro-
duced round Shiraz and Kashan; among other places, opften is
grown in Isfahan, Shiraz, and Yezd, and owing to the ease with
which it can be exported is a valuable crop in these districts. As is
generally the case among the dweltens in o&ses, considerable atten-
tion is paid to industry and trade. Carpets are made, by
and nomadic folk alike, in many parts of the region*